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THE SED IS NOW THE EEI

The Shipper’s Export Declaration (SED) is now the Electronic Export Information (EEI).

If you file, or plan to file, the paper Shipper’s Export Declarations (SED), Form 7525-V, STOP! Beginning on September 30, 2008, filing paper SEDs will be a violation of the Foreign Trade Regulations (FTR). Also, these new regulations have tougher penalty provisions that affect everyone in the export process. Furthermore, all AES filers are faced with new filing deadlines by mode of transportation for reporting export information as well as other new requirements. It is important that you understand these new requirements so that you avoid the increased penalties and possible seizure of your commodities.
The long-awaited Census Bureau Foreign Trade Regulations were published in the Federal Register in June, 2008. The regulations will require the electronic filing of export documents, and allow data to be filed after a shipment has left the United States. The new regulations finally put to rest the paper Shippers' Export Declaration, a goal Census sought for years. The SED will become “electronic export information (EEI).” All exporters now will be required to use the Automated Export System.  The regulations state that an EEI must be filed for any export shipment to foreign countries, and cargo moving to or from the U.S. to Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands. AES filing is already required for goods that require licensing from the Bureau of Industry and Security, State or Treasury departments or the Drug Enforcement Administration. 

Under the new regulations, exporters or their agents will be required to file electronic data in roughly the same time intervals as import cargo: 24 hours for ocean cargo, two hours in advance for rail and air, and one hour before trucks arrive at border crossings. The regulations once again open the door for companies that want to enter post-departure data. Post-departure filing, known as Option 4 under the old regulations, recognized that some data was not available until after a vessel sailed. However, the option was at odds with the Trade Act of 2002, which required advance data reporting for export as well as import cargo.

In 2003 Customs allowed those companies that were using Option 4 to continue, but Census froze the list to bar new applicants. The new regulations provide a new application process for post-departure AES filing, but users will have to be approved by Customs and any other agency that requires export licenses.

AES FAQs

Q: What is AES?
A: The Automated Export System (AES) is a joint venture between CBP, the Foreign Trade Division of the Bureau of the Census (Commerce), the Bureau of Industry and Security (Commerce), the Directorate of Defense Trade Controls (State), other Federal agencies, and the export trade community. It is the central point through which export shipment data required by multiple agencies is filed electronically to Customs, using the efficiencies of Electronic Data Interchange (EDI). Export information is collected electronically and edited immediately, and errors are detected and corrected at the time of filing. AES is a nationwide system operational at all ports and for all methods of transportation. It was designed to assure compliance with and enforcement of laws relating to exporting, improve trade statistics, reduce duplicate reporting to multiple agencies, and improve customer service.

Q: How Does AES Work?

A:  The export process begins when the exporter decides to export merchandise. The exporter or the authorized agent makes shipping arrangements (booking) with the carrier. The exporter or the authorized agent transmits the commodity (EEI) information using AES. This information can come directly from the exporter or the authorized agent or through a service center or port authority. AES validates the data against editing tables and U.S. Government agency requirement files and generates a confirmation message or error messages back to the filer. If the carrier is participating in the Vessel Transportation Module the carrier transmits the Receipt of Booking message when the booked cargo is received and the departure message following the actual departure of the vessel. Within ten calendar days after departure, the carrier will transmit the entire export manifest electronically using AES. AES also validates the transportation data then generates either a confirmation message or an error message. Any errors messages generated by AES must be corrected and the corrections transmitted to AES. 
Q: What are the Benefits of AES?

A: AES has advantages for entire export community - exporter, carrier, freight forwarder, port authority, service center, non-vessel operating common carrier, consolidator - 

· Ensures Export Compliance. The AES’s sophisticated editing system - and your subsequent corrections, ensures your compliance with current U.S. export reporting requirements. EAS returns an Internal Transaction Number (ITN) as confirmation that you successfully filed.

· Correct Errors as They Occur. AES provides immediate feedback to the filer when data is omitted or incorrect. AES allows you to correct errors at any point in time. 

· Decreases Your Costs. AES eliminates costly delays of paper handling and duplicate reporting and minimizes correction costs with up-front data edits. Large savings come when you move from a paper-based, data entry-intensive system to a single point of electronic data entry and reduce the burden of keying multiple documents for each transaction, and/or repeated keying from paper to electronic media and vice versa.  One carrier, using AES since September 1995, researched their savings in man-hours for data entry, couriers and messengers and they anticipate savings of over $2 million per year once most of their customers report through AES. 

· Eliminates Paper Review of Licenses. The interface with the Commerce Department's Bureau of Industry and Security and the State Department's Directorate of Defense Trade Controls electronically validates data on export shipments against previously-approved licenses and transmits the transaction to the appropriate Partnership Agency. 

· Global Shift to EDI. AES is in line with the NAFTA /GATT agreements. AES export certification starts the 60-day clock for presentation of evidence of duty payment to fellow NAFTA country. 
· Provide a Tool for Evaluating and Measuring Potential Markets. Accurate and timely export statistics from accurate trade data will help your business stay ahead in the global trade market.
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USPPI:
Various Parties Involved in AES
	 
	U.S. Principal Parties in Interest (USPPIs) have the option of filing Electronic Export Information (EEI) or delegating the EEI filing to an authorized agent. 

 USPPI’s that decide to file your own EEIs via AES must do one of the following: 

· Obtain certification to file using an AES service center (such as AESDirect.gov) or AES-certified software. See AES filer certification. 

· Create your own software and obtain AES software certification . 

USPPI’s that decide to delegate the EEI filing to an authorized agent must:

· Provide the authorized agent with a properly executed power of attorney or written authorization. 

USPPIs, for whom it is either difficult or impossible to obtain complete EEI information prior to export, may consider AES postdeparture filing. 


	Authorized Agent:
	 


	 
	If you are an authorized agent, you may file EEIs on behalf of a USPPI or Foreign Principal Party in Interest (FPPI) only under the following conditions: 

· Have a properly executed power of attorney or written authorization from USPPI or FPPI. 

· Be physically located in the United States. 

· Obtain proper certification by doing one of the following: 

· Obtain certification to file using a certified AES service center (such as AESDirect.gov) or AES-certified software. See AES filer certification. 

· Create your own software and obtain AES software certification. 




Q: When will AES become mandatory? 
A: As of July 2, 2008, all export docs must be filed electronically. Paper submissions, like the obsolete Shipper’s Export Declaration (SED), will be a violation of federal law.  
	Q:
	What if I don't know all the info required to file a complete EEI prior to departure. 

	A:
	AES allows you to report estimated info and update that estimate with accurate info later



	Q:
	I have heard that AES required a DUNS number. What do I do if I don't have one?

	A:
	AES requires an Employer Identification # (EIN) or Social Security # (SSN) but allows the reporting of the Data Universal Number System (DUNS) # as one of several ways to identify a party in an export transaction. "DUNS" is a registered trademark of The Dun & Bradstreet Corporation. There is no charge to obtain a unique nine-digit D & B DUNS # for your company. Go to www.dnb.com or call 800-333-0505 to register with them, but AES does not require it.


	Q:
	Is the Schedule B export commodity classification system being eliminated?

	A:
	No, both Schedule B and the Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) numbers are acceptable for reporting export shipments in AES. Please note that there are a few exceptions when the reporting of HTS numbers as export classifications are not allowed. These exceptions are presented in the front of the HTS as well as in the AESTIR “Appendix V – HTS Numbers that Cannot be Reported in AES”. Schedule B numbers cannot be reported in lieu of the import HTS number when reporting import shipments.


Getting Started Using AES
The Automated Export System (AES) is the paperless way to file the Electronic Export Information (EEI) and the ocean manifest information directly to CBP. These instructions provide a brief description of how to get started in AES. 

AES Application Process
Step 1 - File Letter of Intent
The Letter of Intent (LOI) provides basic company profile information and sets forth a commitment to develop, maintain and adhere to CBP and Census performance requirements and operational standards. The LOI may be submitted online.   

Once your LOI is received, a CBP client representative and a Census Bureau client representative will contact you to discuss your implementation method and to assist and support you as an AES participant.  AESDirect users should not file a LOI. The registration process fulfills the requirement to file a LOI. Information on AESDirect, the Census Bureau’s free Internet application and its enhancements, is available at http://www.aesdirect.gov  ( AESDirect ) . Online training is available to help you get started using AESDirect at http://www.aesdirect.gov/online_training.html ( AESDirect Online Training ) . 

Step 2 - Choose Interface Method
The following implementation methods are available for interfacing with AES: 

1. Create your own AES program. 

2. Purchase AES-cetified software from a vendor. AES vendor information http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/aes/aes-vendors.pdf
3. Use a paid AES service center. 

4. Use AESDirect or any of its enhancements free of charge to file your Electronic Export Information (EEI) to (AES) 
	New to AESDirect? 

  Get Registration Help 

  Register 
	Already Registered? 

  Log In 

  Take Certification Quiz 
	Need Training? 
  AESDirect Tutorial 

  User Guide 

  Online Training 

  In-person Training 


AES PRODUCTS 
AESDirect -- Online Internet Filing System

· FREE -- At No Cost to Users 

· Allows users to file EEIs one-at-a-time on the Internet 

· No software or hardware investment

· Check Minimum System Requirements
AESPcLink is a software component of AESDirect that lets you manage your AES Shipment (EEI) filings locally from your own in-house computer(s). AESPcLink automatically links to a company's AESDirect Filing Account on the Internet. 
Two editions of AESPcLink are available:
AESPcLink -- PC-based Filing Software

· FREE -- At No Cost to Users 

· A software component of AESDirect
· Allows you to key and save EEIs without being connected to the Internet

· Software installs directly to your PC or your Network Server

· Automatically links to a company's AESDirect Filing Account on the Internet

· Two editions of AESPcLink are available. Check About AESPcLink 

AESPcLink Standard Edition:    Which Edition to Use? 

· Requires no technical expertise to install and maintain.

· Allows an AESDirect user to install and run the software on her desktop computer.

· Allows companies to install and run AESPcLink on a single desktop at a time as many times as needed to accommodate multiple users.

· Allows users to indirectly share info between different installations of the software.

· Read more about AESPcLink Standard Edition 

AESPcLink Network Edition:    Which Edition to Use? 

· Requires a qualified network administrator to install and maintain.

· Allows companies to install and run AESPcLink on an enterprise-wide network. 

· Allows an administrator to control key functions at the server level while allowing client-side users to directly share information.

· Read more about AESPcLink Network Edition 

AESWebLink and EDI Upload -- Other Ways to Transmit to AESDirect
· FREE -- At No Cost to Users 

· Connect your Web application to AESDirect using AESWebLink 

· Connect your in-house computer system to AESDirect using EDI Upload 

· Check the Developer's Center for more information 

AESDirect VPN Service -- A More Secure Connection on the Internet

· Internet-based Virtual Private Network (VPN) connection to the AESDirect Service 

· Provides a secure two-way exchange of data over the public Internet 

· Check About AESDirect VPN for more information 

· Eligible users: Firms with AESDirect Filing Account or connecting directly to AES         For self-programmer, CBP Proprietary or ANSI X.12 formats are available on the Technical Documents page under AESTIR. A list of vendors with AES-certified software available and of service centers that support AES filing, can be found on the vendors web page. 

Step 3 - Certification
There is an initial two-part communication test to ascertain whether your system is capable of both transmitting data to and receiving data from AES. You must demonstrate specific system application capabilities successfully as a prerequisite to certification for AES. The CBP and Census client reps provide support during testing and determine whether or not you qualify for certification. For AESDirect users, the certification testing is part of the registration process.[image: image1.png]



Q: Where can I find the AES Trade Interface Requirements (AESTIR)?
	  A:
	A:
	A: Th  The most recent version of the AESTIR can be found at: 
http://  www.customs.gov/xp/cgov/export/aes/tech_docs/aestir/  

	 
	Q:
	What are the 3 appendices to the AES Trade Interface Requirements (AESTIR) for reference in filing USML items?

	
	A:
	Appendix L - DDTC USML Category Codes
Appendix O - DDTC ITAR Exemption Codes
Appendix W - DDTC Unit of Measure Codes
The appendices can be found at:
http://www.customs.gov/xp/cgov/export/aes/tech_docs/aestir/june04_intro/appendices/  

	
	 
	

	Q:

How much will AES cost me for the hardware, software and transmissions?

A:
The cost will vary depending on the size and needs of your organization. You may consider cost free filing over the Internet using AESDirect or other relatively inexpensive filing options using the Internet. As an AES participant, you may develop your own software from the specs we provide. You may contract with a vendor that has developed and tested software with AES. You may file using a Value Added Network (VAN) e-mailbox or using the facilities of a service center, port authority or a freight forwarder acting as your agent. Costs depend on level of system sophistication.


	Q:

How can I find a vendor that has successfully tested their software with AES?

A:
While we do not endorse one vendor over another, we do make available a list of software vendors and service providers that have completed or are in the process of developing software for AES. That listing is available by a link to Census from this site.
Q:

I want to develop AES software in-house. What data formats are acceptable to AES and how can I find the technical specifications?

A:
AES accepts data programmed using the Customs Proprietary Record Formats or ANSI X.12 formats. The specifications for each of these formats is provided in the AESTIR (Automated Export System Trade Interface Requirements) at www.cbp.gov



	Q:
	If I have questions, either technical or subject matter related, is there a contact person or help desk to assist me?

	A:
	Yes, once you have informed us of your intention to participate in AES, you will be assigned a CBP Client Representative 
and a Census Client Representative to help you get established in AES.


AESDirect and AESPcLink Overview in English
Last updated Oct. 5, 2006
Private Sector software

Shipping software (Shipping Solutions) www.shippingsolutions.com
request a FREE demo version of the software online or by calling 1-888-890-7447.. 

They also have just a compliance product: http://www.exportcompliance.com/
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